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How different are human and non-human animals at remembering their individual past?

Determining the memory systems that support non-human animals’ capacity to remember past events is currently the focus of an in-
tense research effort and a lively debate. Comparative psychology has largely adopted Tulving’s framework by focusing on whether 
animals remember what-where-when something happened (i.e., episodic-like memory). In contrast, research on human memory for 
past events (i.e., autobiographical or episodic memory) involves a variety of conceptions that has been absent from the animal litera-
ture, such as the distinction between specific episodes versus general events,  intentional versus unintentional recall,  as well as the link 
between remembering and imagining. We believe that there is a need for bringing research on animal and human event memory 
closer together and explore the ways in which these two fields may enrich and challenge one another conceptually as well as meth-
odologically. 

We seek to do so by bringing together some of the most outstanding researchers in these areas to present their key findings and par-
ticular perspective on the conference topic. In addition, we invite all researchers in these areas to submit poster presentations describ-
ing some of their most recent and exciting findings concerning how human and non-human animals remember their past. Please note: 
Expertise in both areas (animal and human memory) is not required since the goal of the conference is to bring these fields together. 
Deadline for submission of poster abstracts has been extended to February 1, 2014.
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